
 

  

 

 

 

 

5 October 2015 

 

 

SOUTH DEVON COLLEGE – EXPANSION PLANS 

NOTIFICATION OF PUBLIC EXHIBITION FOR STAKEHOLDERS – TUESDAY 20TH OCTOBER 4PM TO 7PM AT 

SOUTH WEST ENERGY CENTRE, WHITE ROCK BUSINESS PARK, LONG ROAD, PAIGNTON 

 

South Devon College is embarking on an ambitious and exciting plan to extend and 

significantly enhance its buildings and facilities over the next 15 years to further improve 

the education, skills and training offer for the local community. 

 

Having been at the Vantage Point Campus since 2005, the College is now reviewing what 

educational facilities are needed over the next 10 to 15 years to serve local people and 

employers. Plans being considered by the College and their advisors include new 

teaching space, student residential accommodation and a partnership with Linden 

Homes to manage first class sports pitches at White Rock.  

 

Since the College moved to Vantage Point, the local area has changed significantly, 

including major developments at the adjacent White Rock and Yannons Park. The 

College's proposals will seek to create a positive relationship with these sites and their 

neighbours, whilst respecting the close relationship the campus has with the countryside. 

 

The first phase of development is proposed on the adjacent Syntech site, consisting of a 

leading edge and inspiring new Hi Tech Centre of circa 5,000 sqm. This will enable the 

College to vacate the ageing leased building on the adjacent Devonshire Park site, S 

Block, which is of similar size. 

 

The development will be contained broadly within the existing developed area at the 

Campus, and as such will primarily constitute brownfield development and infilling of this 

established site. The existing playing pitch is being considered for development, subject to 

replacement facilities being provided in partnership with Linden Homes at White Rock.  

 

The proposals have been presented to Torbay Design Review Panel and pre-application 

discussions are ongoing with the Local Planning Authority. 

  



 

 

 

It is envisaged that planning permission will be secured through the use of a Local 

Development Order. This will grant a maximum amount of development at the campus 

and will control the land uses, building heights, access and movements of cars, cycles and 

pedestrians and propose landscaping across the site. The Local Development Order will 

provide the College with flexibility to bring forward development as and when funding 

becomes available over the next 15 years, so long as it complies with the parameters set 

out in the Order. 

 

In advance of submission of the draft Local Development Order, we will be hosting an 

exhibition for local residents and stakeholders. This will take place on Tuesday 20th October 

at the College's South West Energy Centre, White Rock Business Park, Long Road, Paignton. 

It will be an informal ‘drop-in’ event from 4pm – 7pm. Attendees will be able to view our 

proposed plans and talk with College representatives and members of the project team.  

 

We would be delighted to welcome you to the exhibition to view our proposals. Signs will 

be up on the day to guide you to the exhibition. We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

If you are unable to attend the exhibition but would like to ask questions about the 

proposed development, please do not hesitate to contact the Bilfinger GVA Planning 

team on 0117 984 2400 or email planning.bristol@gva.co.uk.  
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Laurence Frewin 

Vice Principal Corporate Services & Deputy CEO 

 


